AP:L:U / APPROPRIATIONS REQUEST / NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Agriculture & Food Research Initiative

As Congress looks for alternatives to sequestration and completes the F.Y. 2013 appropriations process, AFRI
Junding must be sustained to produce more bioenergy, fight the national obesity epidemic, assure well-educaled

agricultural leaders, and strengthen global food security.

he Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI),

USDA’s flagship competitive grants program,
benefits the nation in numerous ways, providing:

® America’s farmers and foresters with the genomic data

and biotechnology tools to expand food and fiber pro-

duction, processing, and international trade.

m U.S. healthcare professionals with insight into the rela-
tionships between diet and health.

m Extension specialists and their clients with expanded

knowledge about soil and water quality.

m University educators with the funding to train new genera-

tions of food, agriculture, and natural resource scientists.

Some key priorities needing immediate attention through
stable and enhanced AFRI funding include:

BIOENERGY. The U.S. has adopted policies promoting the
production of renewable fuels and other bioproducts to im-
prove national energy security. As the use of bioproducts in-
creases, there is a pressing need for additional funding to assess
the effects on water use, soil fertility, and related environmental
conditions, Additional economic analyses are also needed to bet-

ter understand how food, feed, and fuel prices are interrelated.

NUTRITION AND HEALTH. As the U.S. struggles with the twin
epidemics of obesity and diabetes, expanded research is crit-
ically needed to help understand the community and behav-
ioral attributes of human nutrition. Such research will lead
directly to more scientifically informed nutrition education
and guidance programs delivered through the Cooperative
Extension System. And, additional research is needed to
improve the nutritional value and availability of crops, fruits

and vegetables, and other foodstuffs.

AGRICULTURAL LEADERSHIP. There is an urgent need to ed-
ucate and support more young men and women—especially
from diverse backgrounds and ethnic communities—to con-

duct agricultural research and outreach, to serve the nation as

farmers, foresters, ranchers, and bioenergy producers, and to

lead public and private sector organizations.

GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY. Greater research, extension, and
education funding is urgently needed to fight plant and ani-
mal diseases that threaten public health and agricultural output
and to address pressing issues in food production to improve
national and global food security while helping America pro-
mote sustainable agriculture and agricultural exports.

MAINTAIN AFRI FUNDING!

1. Sequestration. Congress and the President must work
out a fiscallysound alternative to the scheduled sequestra-
tion cuts. If it is not possible to avoid these reductions totally,
then the effects on AFRI must be minimized.

2. F.Y.2013 Appropriations. Congress must act expedi-
tiously to complete the F.Y. 2013 appropriations process
and should maintain AFRI funding at no less than the
F.Y.2012 level of $264.470 million.

For additional information, see page two or email Hunt Shipman
(hshipman@cgagroup.com) or Jim Richards
( jrichards@cgagroup.com). Phone: 202.448.9500
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Agriculture & Food Research Initiative

Appropriations Bill
Agriculture

Agency
National Instituie of Food & Agricutture

Accouni
Research and Education Activities

Prograom
Agriculiure and Feod Research Initiative

Requested Amount
$264,470,000

Description

Provides peerreviewed, competifively-
awcrded granis for: (1) high priority
fundamental and mission-inked research of
importance in the biclogical, environmentat,
physical, and soclal sciences relevant to
agriculture, food, the environment, and rural
communities: and (2) competitively awarded
research, extersion, and education grants
addressing key issues of nationa and
regional importance to agriculture, foresiry,
and related fopics.

Authorization

7 U.8.C. 450i(b). (National Agricultural
Research, Extension, and Teaching Policy
Act of 1977).

Eligible / Final Recipients

1862, 1890, and 1994 land-grant instiiutions:
other universities; government agencies;
and many other eligible recipients.

Maiching Funds
There is no matching requirement.

President’s FY 2014 Budget Request
Unknown at this time

Five-Year Funding History

FY 2613 Unknown at this fime
FY 2012 $264,470,000

FY 2011 $264,470,000

FY 2010 $262,482,000

FY 2009 $201,504,000

For Additicnal Information: www.land-grant.org

A+P:.L:U requesis that Congress provide no less than $264.470 miition for
the Food and Agriculture Research Inifiative af the National Inslitute of
Food and Agriculture.

Benefils / impacts

The Agriculture and Food Research initiative is NIFA's flagship competitive
grants program. If benefits the nation in numerous ways, providing:

mn America’s farmers and foresters with the genomic data and biotechnology
tools to expand food and fiber production, processing, and Infemational
frade.

a U.S. hedlthcare professionais with insight info the relationships between diet
and healih.

m Extension specidlists and their clients expanded knowledge abouf water
qudlity to help protect the environment and safeguard our food systems.

a University educators with the funding o frain new generations of food,
agriculture, and natural resource scientists.

AFRI funds high priciity research, education, and exfension competitive grants
that address key problems of nationdl, regional, and mulfi-state importance in
sustaining all components of agricutiure, including farm efficiency and profii-
abifity. ranching, renewable energy, forestry, aquaculture, rural communities
and entrepreneurship, human nuirition, food safety, biotechnolegy. and con-
ventional breeding.

AFR! advances fundamenial sciences as well as frandationat research and de-
veloprment in support of agricutture and coordinates oppoertunities to bulid on
these discoveries. The program also supports education and extension that de-
livers science-based knowledge to people, dllowing them to make informed
practical decisions.
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